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Washington D.C. Revisited

During the fall of 2007, we returned to Washington D.C. to continue to collect information on the Buffalo Soldiers.   This issue highlights our research efforts – some are old stories and some are new.  Enjoy!
Andrew Shelton was just as delighted as we were when we procured his painting of the Buffalo Soldiers while visiting Eastern Market near Capitol Hill. He did not have an artist statement or bio but his work is a great addition to our collection. 

[image: image2.jpg]



History of Fort Myer

Fort Myer began as a Signal Corps post in 1861. Major A. J. Myer began with a small group of volunteers but the Corps eventually grew to 300 officers and 2,500 men. Authorized as a separate Corps in 1863, its organization was not completed until 1864. The outcome was an embodiment of the Army saying that “one campaign in Washington is worth two in the field.” 

Signal messages were sent by flags, torches, or lights. To signal, the flag was waved to the left or right, or waved/dipped to the front. When letters were composed of several figures, motions were made in rapid succession. Letters were separated by a brief pause, and words or sentences were distinguished by one or more dip motions. There were more than 20 combinations of colored lights that created an extended system of signals.  In every important campaign, the Signal Corps’ flags flaunted defiantly at the forefront, speeding orders of advance, conveying warnings of impending danger, and sending suggestions of defeat. 

On August 4, 1886, an Act of Congress called for the re-establishment of Fort Myer as a military station. On July 6, 1887, Fort Myer became a cavalry post and later that month, Troop B of the 4th Cavalry from Fort Huachuca, AZ arrived. This change required new stables, new troop barracks, and a riding hall. Over the next 30 years, Fort Myer transformed from a region of aging frame structures into elegant brick buildings, many of which still stand and house companies of The Old Guard.

Buffalo Soldiers at Fort Myer  
No Buffalo Soldier unit had served east of the Mississippi River since Reconstruction, nor had one ever served near a significant center population. The first unit arrived at Fort Myer as a reward for their service during the Pine Ridge Campaign against the Sioux Indians. The Secretary of War announced the transfer and three remarkable distinctions occurred. First, it was the first black unit to serve east of the Mississippi; second, it was near a city of any size, and last, it was Fort Myer in the post-Reconstruction period. 
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In 1891, Troop K of the 9th U.S. Cavalry left Fort Robinson, NE bound for Fort Myer. The 69 men and three officers received 55 serviceable horses; they performed garrison duties that consisted of drills, parades, and practice, which differed from one season to another. In 1893, Troop K served as escort to President Grover Cleveland during a special parade. These cavalry soldiers were more than show soldiers; they were good saddle riders and complete masters of their horses. They practiced bareback on dead-level heats and jumped hurdles of varying heights that were designed to provide mastery and survival in the field. These soldiers, on a moment’s notice, could draw up in a line in front of the White House ready for either action or parade. They returned to Fort Robinson in 1894.

The Machine Gun Troop of the 10th Cavalry arrived at Fort Myer in 1941. They were housed in building 308 and their horse stables were located in buildings adjacent to the barracks (see photo on previous page).  During World War II, the Army staged an exhibit at the Washington Monument called “Back the Attack.” The Buffalo Soldiers performed daring maneuvers with glittering sabers and colorful uniforms to help sell war bonds. In addition to performing in  parades and horse shows, they performed duties as saddlers, horseshoers, drivers for senior grade officers, housekeepers, groomsmen for senior officers, and prisoner escorts. The Machine Gun Troop was also responsible for President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s horses which Mrs. Roosevelt rode daily.
Landmark Travel Guide ~ Cedar Hill
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  Our visit to Washington D.C. detoured from the Buffalo Soldiers but we continued to research the history of African Americans.  During our tour of the home of Frederick Douglass in southeast D.C., we discovered that his two sons, Lewis and Charles, were soldiers in the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Army.  We never have to look far for a military connection!
Frederick Douglass purchased this home in 1877 and named it Cedar Hill. It is still furnished with many original artifacts. Each room contains items from his public life, personal belongings, treasured books, and gifts. Paintings displayed throughout the home illustrate places he visited and significant events in African American history. 

African American Civil War Monument and Museum
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A ride up U St. NW near Vermont Ave. brought us to the African American Civil War monument (pictured at right).  It is located along the Greater U Street Heritage Trail in a neighbor with homes and businesses lined on busy intersections.  A few blocks north, we entered the African American Civil War Museum located at 1200 U St. NW.  We learned details about the history of black Civil War soldiers.  Assistant Director, Hari Jones, provided wonderful stories accompanied by a variety of exhibits that highlighted their efforts during battle.  A CD is available that provides information about these soldiers.   
The museum gift shop, also, offers an excellent book that lists the names of the soldiers who participated in the Civil War.  The lists are organized by state so it is easy to use this resource.  For details on the Civil War Book of Names, visit www.af.roamcivilwar.org or call (202) 667-2667.  
Reflections
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We think it is important to include family as part of our travels.  We visited Arthur Solomon who recently moved from Cairo, GA to Suitland, MD.  Cousins, George and Arthur, grew up together in Cairo and often talked about traveling adventures.  After high school, Arthur was drafted into the Army and was stationed in Korea. Later, George’s Army career took him to Korea.  Their paths continue to cross and traveling adventures continue to be part of their story.  
For more information, contact the

Buffalo Soldiers Research Museum

P.O. Box 531187

Indianapolis, IN  46253
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